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Brigadier O.M. Martin Branch 345 
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 

News Bulletin, May 2013 

      PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

       Changing of the Guard 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of Brigadier O.M. Martin Branch 345 for the honour and 
privilege of serving as your president for the past three years. It has been a most fulfilling and interesting experience. 
Some times have been more interesting than others but for the most part it has been great. As the election on May 28, 
2013 draws closer I have been reflecting on how fortunate I have been to have the chance to work with the great 
people who have served on the executives over those three years. If I have accomplished anything it is because of the 
good work done by these wonderful people. I have also enjoyed representing our branch at the zone and district 
meetings and at other Legion functions and I have always tried to make sure that when decisions were being made at 
these levels that the viewpoint of your branch was considered before any final conclusion was reached. I am hoping to 
be able to continue to do this as I have been offered the position of Public Relations Officer on the Zone Council, which 
I am planning to accept. Although I will be working at the zone level my first loyalty and allegiance will always be to 
Branch 345.  
 
I hesitate to mention any one person in particular who has been of great help to me, because for sure I will leave some 
out. The work done by the membership office, the ways and means committee, the seniors club, track and field 
committee and all the other committees that make up our executive deserves to be included, by me, in this newsletter. 
Unfortunately that would mean that our newsletter would probably be 15 to 20 pages long and I know our editor, Carol, 
would be upset with me for doing that. However I would like to mention Linda Marsh-Simone who has been my first 
vice president for the past three years. I feel Linda and I have worked well together and she has always been my 
sounding board for the various ideas and approaches to situations that have arisen in the branch and on many 
occasions has reined me in when I got a little too carried away with myself. Thank you so much Linda. 
 
In closing I want to relate an incident that happened to me on the weekend at the District meeting at Branch 11. I was 
approached by a member from another branch and was asked who was running against whom in the upcoming 
elections. As with everything else in life, “attitude is everything”. I replied that we didn’t have anyone running against 
anyone else. What we did have were people who were offering their time, training and experience for the betterment of 
our Branch and regardless of who was picked to fill a position the elections were not a competition. I think if we keep 
this attitude in mind with everything that we do our Branch will be a better place and will be a place where others will 
want to be which will ultimately be for the benefit of our Veterans. 

 
Thank you again, 
Eric Reynolds 
President, RCL Branch 345 
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1st Vice President – Linda Marsh-Simone 
 
We are nearing the end of another term of our Executive at the end of this month.  I have been 1st 
Vice-President under the reign of our President Eric for the past three years and Eric has been a 
great mentor to me and we have worked very well together.   Our Executive this year has been 
amazing and there have been many events going on in our Branch and I enjoy working with 
everyone. 
 
One of my proudest accomplishments was the redecorating and updating of the lounge. The 
volunteers that helped were the best!  We had members, non-members and students join in and 
update the look of the room.  This was done at a very low cost to the branch because we only had 
to pay for the paint and supplies.  The paint and supplies were purchased by the Seniors Club and 
we all know we couldn’t survive without them.  The ceiling tiles were donated by Gerard O’Brien 
and he arranged for the carpet tile and had them installed at no cost to the Legion.  We can’t thank 
him enough. 
 
I would also like to thank the Bar Stewards for the support they have shown me.  When I was given 
the opportunity to work with the Bar Stewards they were quite excited and wanted staff meetings, 
so we made it happen.  We have had many staff meetings so that both sides can come together 
and work harmoniously.  They also know that they can come to me and we can talk one on one if 
they have a specific situation they are concerned about.   We all work very well together and try to 
keep everyone happy.   
 
I have also had the opportunity to work with Tom Fulton on the Lottery and Nevada Licensing.  
Although we don’t have the licences in place yet due to lots of red tape we hope to have them in 
the new term. 
 
Our Sports Officer Ken Haas and I work very closely together with the Zone Sports and have had a 
successful year with many teams advancing to district and a few teams advancing as far as 
Provincial. 
 
I’ve seen many changes in the past few years in our Branch and all for the good!   I am very proud 
to be a Member of Branch 345 and intend to continue to make it the best Branch in District D5! 
 
To everyone, have a safe and sunny summer! 
 
Yours in Comradeship 
Linda Marsh-Simone, 1st Vice President 

Chop Stickers’ Club 
 

Our Chop Stickers’ club continues to be a popular function. This Social Club has a core 
group of 20 members who come out every month on a continuous basis. We are seeing 
an increase in participation and had 27 out for our night in April. We meet every 3rd 
Wednesday of the month. We have a Chinese food buffet brought in which consists of 
several different items and on occasion we have a special dish. The cost is $10.50 per 

person. This also includes coffee, tea and cookies. There is a sign up sheet at the Branch and payment 
must be made the Friday before the day of the dinner. If you wish, come out on the Wednesday and take a 
look, maybe you will join us on some of the nights. 
Dominic Capalbo 
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2nd Vice-President – Krim Francis 
 

I thank the members of Branch 345 for electing me to the position of 2nd Vice.  I thank you for 
sending me as one of your delegates to the Provincial Convention.  As your delegate I pledge to 
use your vote for the betterment of the organization and the branch.  I have conferred with the 
President, Poppy Chair and The Seniors Club President in regards to their opinions about the 
resolutions that are to be on the convention floor.  I feel that we are in agreement as to the 
direction that 345’s votes will be cast.  I look forward to reporting to you after my return.   
 
Holding this position has been very enlightening for me.  It has given me an opportunity to go to 
both Zone and District meetings on your behalf.  I have found many chances to promote our 
Branch and learn from the actions of other branches.  As a result of this there are future plans of 
co-operation between branches to find ways to benefit socially and financially in holding joint 
events. We have had some trials that have worked wonderfully, i.e. Bus trip to Branch 75 for their 
Jiggs Dinner. We had 28 people from branches 345, 11, 10, and 22 take part in that evening. This 
was a first for branches from two different zones who combined for a social night at another 
branch.  Everyone had a great time and we will be expanding this idea.  The next event was the 
Across the Bridge Dart Challenge.  This challenge between the executives of branches 345 and 
22 was issued by our Sergeant-at-Arms, Paul Everson.  There were 21 members from the 
combined executives that took part in this event.  The challenge was an excellent time for bonding 
and idea swapping between two branches in different zones.  We are looking forward to more 
such events. 
 
This spring and summer we will be revamping the Memorial Garden around the Cenotaph by 
adding some new topsoil and plants.  If gardening is your love hobby please talk to me.  We have 
some painting to do around the outside of the building like the fire stairs.  We have repairs to 
make to the back parking lot and will be putting together a work detail for that (hint).  Mostly we 
are looking forward to a summer of enjoying each other’s company and our Branch. 
 
Things to remember: 
Elections on May 28th :  Your vote is your voice.  Please use it. 
Canada Day at the branch:  We will have bbqs, games, music, quizzes, draws and prizes; but 
most of all our Happy Birthday Canada Celebration. 
We are thinking of a branch Picnic at Taylor Creek Park.  Are YOU interested? 
 
Again, thank you for your vote of confidence for the past year.  It is my hope that I have served 
you well as that was my intent. 
 
Krim Francis 
2nd Vice President 
 

Ladies Night Victorian Tea Party 
Please join us on Friday May 17th at 7:00 p.m. for our Victoria Day Ladies Night.  
Our evening will feature High Tea refreshments, Victoria Day themed games, and 
Tea Leaf Readings by Sheila and Carol.  You are welcome to bring a guest and 
refreshment contributions are always welcome.  
Ladies Night Committee                                                                        
Cheryl Capalbo   Sheila Zornada   Carol Rigby 
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 Poppy Report - 2012 
 

The Final Poppy Report for the Fiscal Year 2012 was passed as per motion at our March 26, 
2013 General Meeting.  The following is a summary of the Poppy Trust Fund Breakdown Sheet:  
 
Local Committee/Campaign Expenses: $600.75 
 
Donations: $23, 000   
R.C.L. and Ladies Auxiliary Charitable Foundation, R.C.L. Veteran’s Comfort Fund, District 
Hospital Fund 
 
Special Use Expenditures: $25, 143.89   
Tony Stacey Centre/Canadian Legion Homes, Repair of Cenotaph, Air Squadron 631, Annual 
Veterans’ Dinner, Maintenance of Personal Lifting Devices 
 
We sincerely thank our many volunteers for their work on the 2012 Poppy Campaign. 
 
Dominic Capalbo 
Immediate Past President 

Secretary Report 
 

The past three years have been very interesting for me and I am proud to have served everyone 
as Branch Secretary.  It is time for me to move on from the Executive, but you will see me busy 
taking notes at the Seniors Meetings.  I will also be delving into the world of membership, 
bursaries, licencing and wherever else my skills are needed.  Molly is still trying to get me in the 
kitchen, but office work is more my forte.  Again, thank you to one and all for your support. 
  
Sheila Zornada 
Secretary, RCL Branch 345 

Saturday Barbecues 
 

If you are looking for some great Comradeship, great food and something to do on a Saturday 
afternoon, look no further than your Branch. 
When: Every Saturday from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (weather permitting).  You can call the 
Branch to see if the Barbecue is on. 
Menu: Hamburgers, Sausage, Chicken Burgers, Veggie Burgers - $3.50  Giant Hot dogs -  
$3.00    Cheese Burgers - $4.00 
Condiments (including our special Sautéed Onions) are free with a smile. 
We also provide take out containers if you would like to take one home. 
Come out, try us, meet old friends, and make new ones.                                   
 
Dominic Capalbo 
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Membership Report 
 

The Membership Committee is pleased to report on the initiation of many new members into our 
branch this year.  It has been a pleasure welcoming these new members into the branch.  We 
thank our dedicated members who have promoted the values of this great organization to their 
family and friends. 
 
Please remember to bring your Legion Membership card when you come out to vote on May 
28th.  New members who do not yet have their cards are eligible to vote. We will have your name 
listed with eligible voters.  All of our members (Ordinary, Associate and Affiliate) in good standing 
(paid for 2013) are eligible to vote. 
 
Please continue to inform us of any changes in your e-mail or residence address so that we can 
keep our records and Dominion Command records accurate, and so that you continue to receive 
the Legion Magazine and Newsletter without interruption. 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Carol Rigby  Norma Smith   
Membership 

Open Letter to the Members of Branch 345 
 

As we finish the first five months of the year 2013 I reflect on time past and the many great 
moments, along with sad ones that I have had at the Branch.  I have made new friends and 
celebrated the lives of friends who have completed their life journey.  I have watched an old bar 
go and a new bar built, and shared many good meals.   
 
All of this leads me to some nagging questions:  What is the future of Branch 345?  Where will 
we be in 2 years, 5 years, or 10 years? 
 
It seems to me that we are at a point where we need to start addressing our course to the future. 
 
What is our membership recruitment plan?  What is our financial sustainability plan?  How do we 
become a more viable part of our community? 
 
While I have many questions, I do not have answers, which is why I address you in this letter. 
 
I would like to meet and talk with other members about our branch and the path it needs to and 
should take in the future.  This is not a campaign to anything.  This is a member who hopes to 
discuss with fellow members how we continue to fulfill our promise, “We Will Remember Them”. 
 
I am going to post a date and a sheet of paper on our Activities Board.  I hope you will sign up 
and come, sit and have a conversation with all who attend. 
 
This could become a great social event and a constructive means to branch unity. 
 
Branch 345 Member in good standing,  
Krim Francis 
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Seniors’ Report 
 

Well folks, here it is another year just about finished.  I guess what I'm trying to say is the time 
keeps moving on and we do what we have to do in that time frame.  Maybe my time frame stands 
still but again maybe not.  Just remember folks not all is bad.  It could be better or it could be 
worse.  I'm not going anywhere that will not allow me to partake in all over functions whether it 
may be running trips, doing cards, or any other function the seniors may put together. I will be 
there. 
 
Remember also elections are coming up on the 28th of May and you are the power that gets you 
what you want, so again the elections are the 28th of May at 7:30 p.m. The only way that you get 
who you want to speak on your behalf is to vote at the election. Only you can make it happen.  If 
you vote choose the rep that you feel would be the best choice to handle your affairs.  Hoping to 
see you then if not before.   
 
The following are some upcoming events for seniors: 
May 30 - Seneca Casino 
July 12 to July16 - Colonial Resort and Spa Price $389.00 p.p. based on doubles. Seats still left 
but hurry and get your name on the list as they are filling up. I can only accommodate 40 people.  
For further information feel free to call me at 416-694-6691. 
 
If any of our members feel they have an interest in becoming part of this great organization, The 
Royal Canadian Legion, may I suggest that you get in touch with your Membership Chair here at 
the branch. 
 
In closing may I just say thanks to each and everyone for a great ride.  “It certainly has been a 
good year for everything that we have accomplished.”  
Have a wonderful summer and no matter where you go or what you do, just do it and come back 
safely. 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Molly Bakalar 

Items Wanted 
 

We are still collecting pop tabs and pop cans. As well, if you are doing spring-
cleaning and have excess plastic cutlery, paper plates, cups, or napkins that you 
no longer need we can use them at the Branch. 
 
I would like to thank all those who brought in their pennies. This money is used to 

sponsor our dinner for our Veterans. We still have our penny jar in the legion and now that we 
have emptied it, it sits very lonely and is looking for more pennies. 
 
Dominic Capalbo 
Veterans’ Dinner Chair 
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TREASURES GALORE TREASURE HUNT 
 
 
 
 

  Saturday June 8th                     9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

It’s that time for our annual spring yard fund raising sale. 
This is a joint effort by our Seniors’ Club and our Veterans’ Dinner Committee. 
We are looking for donations of clothes, household goods, etc. 
The event will be held both outdoors (weather permitting) and indoors. 
Come out and enjoy: 
 

BAKE SALE, TEA ROOM, BOOKS, RAFFLES, YARD SALE, SILENT AUCTIONS, AND 
BARBECUE! 

 
AS WELL, FROM 12:00 P.M. TO 1:00 P.M., WE WILL BE HOLDING SEVERAL AUCTIONS. 
 
We are looking for special donations for the live auctions. 
Tables will be made available for rent. 
 
For information contact Molly or Don, your Special Day Committee Chairs. 
If you can assist on this day please contact the above. 
  

Past President’s Report 
 
We are fast approaching the end of the 2012 year at the Branch. I would like to say that it has 
been an exciting year, both for the Branch and for myself. I held a few of the Branch Chairs and 
served on various committees and functions. I would like to thank all of you who supported and 
assisted me in the various functions, the great Poppy Committee I had, and all those who assisted 
in some way in making this year’s campaign such a success. Thank-you to those members who 
came out to honour our Veterans at the Legion Service held to remember them, to the members 
of the Chopstickers’ Club who come out so we can enjoy a night of comradeship and to those who 
support and assist with the Veterans’ Dinner. Let’s not forget the Saturday barbecues, which are 
seeing an increase in participation or the yard sale and our Spring and Christmas concerts. I 
guess I could go on and on. I will end here by saying that without your support and dedication to 
the Branch, I couldn't have done it alone. 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Dominic Capalbo  
Immediate Past President 
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Ways and Means 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our president, Eric Reynolds, for giving me the 
pleasure of serving in this position. 
 
The Ways and Means Committee was held in open concept this year, meetings held the first 
Monday of the month, everyone welcome.  I was disappointed at the lack of participation by my 
fellow members, but the gallant few who were involved were a great asset. Thanks to Molly 
Bakalar, Sharon Knapp, Eric Reynolds, Linda Marsh, Shawn Hackett and Billie-Joy Grundy for all 
their efforts in making this a great year. 
 
The many Friday Night Dinners, Dances and Special Events that took place were a great success. 
Sunday BBQs gave a great chance for trying some different foods on the BBQ like pea meal 
bacon and BBQ chicken. A special mention has to be made about the Thanksgiving Dinner, 
Halloween Dance, and New Years Eve as these functions went over especially well. The Branch 
saw some new entertainment acts such as David Wildsmith, The Imposters, and Blaze and Glory. 
Hopefully we will see more of them in the future. 
 
A special thank you goes to the Seniors Club who were our greatest supporters and our partners 
in some of the events. 
 
Thanks to the success of the activities the branch paid for no entertainment this year. The moneys 
from the BBQs on Sundays offset the cost for entertainment making each event a wonderfully 
affordable evening.  
 
 
A special thank you goes to, the Seniors Club, who were our greatest supporters and our partners 
in some of the events.  I would also like to thank the many volunteers at these events.  You help to 
make every one of the events work. 
 
As chair of Ways and Means my thanks to all  Branch 345 members for caring about your Branch. 
 
Krim Francis 
Chair, Ways and Means 
 

Annual Spring Concert 
 

Once again we will be having our Annual Spring Concert by the EAST YORK CONCERT BAND. 
Our last concert was a great success.  This year’s theme will be MUSICAL LEGENDS LIVE. 
WHEN:  SUNDAY JUNE 9TH, 
TIME:  2:00 P.M. TO 4:00 P.M. 
WHERE:  BRANCH 345, 81 PEARD ROAD. 
TICKETS: ADULTS $10.00, YOUTH ( 5 to 12) $5.00 
LIGHT LUNCH INCLUDED 
Tickets will be available at the Branch or call the Branch at 416-759-5291. Tickets will also be 
available at the door one hour before the Concert. 
Dominic Capalbo 
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Veterans Service Officer – Branch 345 
 

The Branch Services Officer’s responsibility is to ensure that all veterans (not just Legion members) 
in the area are receiving the benefits to which they are entitled, particularly those who are housed in 
seniors’ residences, homes, or hospitals and who may not be aware of their entitlements.  It goes 
without saying that this is an impossible task without the co-operation of each member of our 
branch.  If you are aware of such a situation please call me at the branch and leave a message.  I 
will return your call.  Do not try to get further information from the Veteran.  Confidentiality is of the 
utmost importance and has to be emphasized. The Veteran in question has to feel comfortable with 
communicating personal information with the Veterans’ Service Officer.   
 
At this time I am dealing with two cases out of twelve since the start of this Legion year. 
 
Things are going to get busier.  The Legion has decided to start a new operation called “Leave The 
Streets Behind”.  Its Mission Statement is to ensure that every Veteran, who is homeless or close to 
homeless, finds the help they need to leave the streets behind.  Your executive is urging members 
to volunteer as of the start of the new Legion year. 
 
I am willing to take this new effort under the umbrella of Veterans Service, if two or three members 
are willing to form a committee to contact the different organizations that are involved with the 
homeless.  I took on more than I could handle this Legion year, after promising that I would take on 
contacting all our Branch Veteran Members.  I only got half way so far.  I am looking forward to 
hearing from you. 
 
Case Bastmeyer 
Veterans Service Officer 

Youth Education Committee 
 

As in previous years, the Literary Contest for essays and poems was again a great success.  
Seventy-five students participated as follows: 
 
       Posters                                       Essays                                    Poems 
2 Primary, grades 1,2, & 3            2 Junior, grades 4,5, & 6                12 Junior, grades 4,5, & 6 
6 Intermediate, grades 7,8, & 9     3 Intermediate, grades 7,8, & 9     15 Intermediate grades 7,8 & 9 
19 Junior, grades 4,5, & 6             1 Senior, grades 10, 11, and 12 
15 Senior, grades 10, 11, & 12 
 
The posters, displayed on a wall, were judged by a dozen or so of our members, who enjoyed 
doing it.  The participating schools were Crestwood Preparatory, Presteign Heights, Gordon A. 
Brown, Our Lady of Fatima Catholic, Wexford P.S.  and SATEC-W.A. Porter. 
 
Due to disagreements amongst the Toronto District School Board and the Teachers’ Union, we 
could only muster two schools to participate in the January Public Speaking Contest.  After 
checking with Sheila Harris at the zone level, I decided not to participate this year.  No doubt we 
will do better next year.   
 
Case Bastmeyer 
Youth Education Chair 
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IN MEMORIAM  

‘LEST WE 
FORGET.’ 

 
The following Members have 
passed on since our last   
bulletin. Our condolences to 
their family and friends. 
 
Comrade Leon Jacques 
Comrade L. Johnson 
Comrade T. Orminski 
Comrade F.J. Goodenough 
Comrade Charles Cook 
Comrade John Reynolds 
Comrade Margaret Elson 
Comrade David Fairweather 
Comrade Stephen Meehan 

Officers and Executive  2012-2013 
 

Branch Executives 
 

President    Eric Reynolds 
Past President   Dominic Capalbo 
1st Vice President   Linda Marsh 
2nd Vice President   Krim Francis 
3rd Vice President   Sharon Knapp 
Treasurer    Tim Fitzpatrick 
Secretary    Sheila Zornada 
Sgt-At-Arms    Paul Everson 
 

Standing Committees 
 

Veterans Service Officer  Case Bastmeyer 
Poppy Chairman   Dominic Capalbo 
Membership Chairman  Carol Rigby 
Sports Officer   Ken Haas 
Walk-a-Thon Chairman  Alex Burns 
Track & Field Chairman  Alex Burns 
Chaplin    Dominic Capalbo 
Youth Education Chairman  Case Bastmeyer 
Seniors’    Molly Bakalar 
Ways & Means   Krim Francis 
Sick Committee   Darla Cecil 
Training & Development  Eric Reynolds 
Lottery & Nevada Licensing Tom Fulton 

 
 

Branch 345 
Elections 

 
Tuesday May 28th at 
7:30 p.m. Please 
remember to bring 
your membership card. 

Sports Report 
 

This year was a great year for Branch 345 Sports and I have enjoyed my position as Sports 
Officer.  We had teams entered in almost every event this year and I am proud to advise that we 
qualified for Provincial in Euchre, Mixed Darts and 5-pin bowling.  We still have one event left in 
Zone.  Horseshoes will be held at our Branch Saturday, May 25th in our back parking lot.  Come 
out and join the fun.  Good luck to all that enter this event! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Linda Marsh for her support and helping me out when 
I needed her. 
 
I would also like to thank all the members that joined in and participated in the sports events! 
 
Ken Haas 
Sports Officer 


